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CASEY HELPING OR HURTING INTELLIGENCE EFFORT? 

J BY DANA WALKER 
. WASHINGTON 

A iHL rector William Casey may be trying to intimidate the news media with 
information to ^Soviets, legal" and^.ili tLry‘ exparrs'say 1 ." 9 ,ntelll 9 e " ce 
Casey has asked the Justice Department to consider orosecutinn wcr . - 

NBC News and the correspondent who reported the storv den, now 
Tuesday, except to say the network's lawyers were meeUng 'n New York 

V 5 R f tlred Adm - G ene LaRocque, director of the Center for Defense Information - 
military policy "think tank," said Casey bv nressinn tho mdp Inforniatl °" , a 

given the Soviets unintended intelligence information rep01 rt - «>' have 

"If this man Pelton did provide information to the Soviets as alleaed i-hP 
Soviets now know through Hr. Casev's action that that i * t . aiie 9 e o> the 
sensitive, important and prejudicial to u s intPr^e information was highly 
the Soviets could only hp P pe iXmat^.^ 

t he J p n ress ,r sa!d’casey U »irn a e ireCt0r w 0f Refl0rters COmUtes far F«M<» of 
before taking formal UgaVste^"’ 9 lntl * laatln 9 media even 

law S”e ^ ^e hoped this would not be chosen as the test case for the 1950 

A network spokeswoman said it was NBC's understanding that the secret 
® 9enCB P r °J ect " Iv / Bells" had been reported before and u s 
revelations". 6 Mp ' rtS Mld thB NBC report did appea/^conlain ‘any 

or air r/e ^ p — 

catastrophic setback in American intelligence. f rt operatlor) or a 

being A victfmUed, 'that T' T ^ re 

other administration to shut down thepress." P m ° Ve V thlS 0r any 
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The NBC report, by James Polk, discussed the activities of Pelton, a former 
National Security Agency employee accused of giving Soviet agents information 
about U.S. interception of Soviet communications. 

Polk reported: ''Pelton apparently gave away one of the NSA's most sensitive 
secrets, a project with the code name 'Ivy Bells' believed to be a top-secret 
eavesdropping program by American submarines inside Soviet harbors. 1 ' 

''Ivy Bells,'' according to a defense analyst who asked to remain anonymous, 
is part of a *1 billion Naval deception, submarine reconnaissance, electronic 
warfare and intelligence operation. 
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